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AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 





www.avialandscapes.co.uk 


¢ Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork 
Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation 
¢ Fencing ¢ Plant Supply. 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 


Give us a call - We can help! 


Phone 0118 9673596 


www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


13 years experience 


JEN’S 
MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 


MEN'S CUT £7 
WOMEN'S WET CUT £14 C/B DRY £20 


CHILDREN’S CUT £5 | 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 
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Visit our stunning showroom: 
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RGSO 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.uk 





~“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 
Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
Janet Copp LELb-© 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 
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Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRIcs 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 





SONNING COMMON 


PRE-SCHOOL 
GROVE ROAD He 


SONNING COMMON 
0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years Q 
6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 

& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm 





Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. 


BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 


Call 0118 9723'709 or 0784 9342690 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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As | write this, summer has eventually arrived and enables us to enjoy the 
lovely countryside we have surrounding our village, the centre of which 

is looking so good. In this issue we celebrate the magnificent work of the 
village gardeners who have made such a difference! However there are 
still problems to be resolved in Wood lane and we would welcome your 
letters and comments on this subject. 


One of the main features, In Focus, is the Primary School anniversary celebrations 
that took place over three days in June, organised by a dedicated and 
remarkable group of young women. Alongside is a feature on the Mosaic made 
to celebrate the centenary designed by pupils and executed by Sue Tyldesley. 
Plus more stories of the interesting people who live in our village. 


Another important feature that will impact on all of our lives is the changes to 
the National Health Service. The interview with Dr Burnett provides us with a much 
better understanding of how those changes will affect us. 


The end of this year celebrates the 40th anniversary of the Sonning Common 
Magazine and a display will be held in the library. Please do let us have any old 
magazines and any other memorabilia associated with our local publication. 


We continue fo receive a variety of information from you — please do keep 
emailing them by mid-August for the next edition. 


— 
me 


DIANA PEARMAN Editor 
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50 
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email: 
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 


Magazine coniributions may be posted fo: 
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD 


WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 
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7Xomm Xe) ave |(oM>10lalat= 11m mese)alaliare mOxe) pa) aaeya 
Charity Shop 


Saale lamrieliays 
Do lavaelel (15 


CHAIRMAN - Geoffrey Adams 
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T 07887 902 376 W tensevennine.com 


COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE O01 SEPTEMBER 2013 





Following on from the traffic report which appeared in the June July issue 
of the magazine it seems timely to look again at our village centre. We 
are not a ‘chocolate box’ village that has a heart around a village pond 
or green. 


The work of the village gardeners has given Wood Lane not only a very 
attractive visage but if is beginning to develop a village centre feel to it. 
The large walled beds, the multitude of pots and baskets, the Cherry trees, 
the phone box, together with the plaudits and appreciation frequently 
expressed by villagers in this magazine, ‘shout’ that this village is cared for 
and the people who live in it are not only willing to devote hours of their 
time to working on these flower beds but they raise the money as well, to 
pay for the plants. One of the indirect effects of all of this hard work is a 
highly significant decrease in graffiti and vandalism in the village centre. 


The main (Co-op) supermarket is located right on the main 
junction in the Village Centre. It offers shopping for both top-up 
provisions (soeed) and provisions-shopping (weight); both these 
needs encourage users to park closely and “conveniently” to 
the store. 


Large articulated Co-op delivery vehicles need to have a 
delivery bay close to that junction in Woodlands Rd. This can 
limit flows and options near that junction, but is a requirement 
given the store location. These are other Delivery vehicle issues 
In Wood Lane. 


Very significant long-period on-road parking mostly on the 
NW side from 64 Wood Lane downwards — including strong 
over-hang from the (landlord-owned) bay opposite the Health 





The Parish Planning Committee recommended refusal of both plans to South Oxfordshire District 
Council, who in turn refused permission. Both developers appealed against SODC’s decision to the 
Planning Inspectorate. 


Centre. (The open section of Green Lane is also somewhat 
used in this way as is Wychwood Close) 


There are many indications that people think that Wood Lane is looking 
better and better and that there is a desire that this should continue to 

be the case. However there are a number of issues still to be addressed. 
some are identified opposite and there are probably many more. There is 
a need to engage in a dialogue with villagers about how they/we would 
like the centre to improve. 


Congestion, limited off-road parking capacity, random parking 


and access for buses and delivery vehicles. Each developer's appeal was heard by Planning Inspectors appointed by the Inspectorate. Both 


developers’ appeals were upheld by their assigned Inspector, thus giving them permission to build. 
Representatives of the Parish Council were present at both visits earlier this year as were SODC. There 
are no grounds for appealing against the Inspector's decision. 


safety including for pedestrians, the disabled + more elderly 


. and cyclists 
The Neighbourhood Development Plan team are employing a consultant 


on 16 September who will be 
working with Craig from our Traffic 
task group to devise a plan to tackle 
the identified problems, in our village 
centre. It is likely that his findings 

will be Outlined at a parish council 
meeting on that evening. Look out 
for more information on this subject 


Fragmentation of retail store locations interspersed with offices 


All the parish planning meetings agendas are published on the notice board around the village 
and residential homes Pp Pp 9g gs ag p g 


and at the Village Hall. These meetings are held every 2 weeks in the Village Hall in the evening. 
Members of the public are entitled to attend and prior to our planning meetings. We welcome 
opinions for and against any of the proposals on the agenda. These can be given directly to the 
Parish Clerk or via Our or SODC’s website. 


Increasing future pressure from new homes and increased 
random park-and-ride use fuelled by the huge regeneration of 
north Reading, Reading station and the railway line. 


Increasing urbanisation attacking the desired local character 


and sense of village es : : 
Our website is www.sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk. 
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Pranic Healing - what’s it all 
about? 


Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and 
effective system of non-touch energy healing 
developed by M aster Choa Kok Sui. It is based on 
Malou ¢) alae] o)Kommarelanaalcm elele hv ismere) OY~]0) (ome) alct-] 100) 
itself from many different physical and 
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the 
bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the 
physical body also known as the aura. The healer 
increases the body's ability to heal itself by 
making more life energy available for it to use. 


A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and is 
Suitable for any age and any ailment. 
Please see my website or call me for more 
information on the number below. 


36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX 
07736 298206 
www.uKpranic-healing.co.uk 
sjpranichealing@ gmail.com 
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Quality Care Dyceltacteaem (gene 


Hf aspects of general dentistry 
leeth whitening and cosmetics 
VHS for children & anyone in 


fii if rina ext Lian 


Byways Dental 
imple [ree car parking Practice 





Main St, Checkendon, RGS (SP 








Oak | Grove 
Garden Services 
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 

FENCING * TURFING « PATIOS * HEDGING 

WATER FEATURES 

James Watkins 


‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 





PEPPARD FIRST CHOICE FOR 
surcoine surecies =F HE PROFESSIONAL 


Be. ae ‘FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


_ e Competitive Trade ¢ Bricks/Blocks 
Pricing [Aggregates 
_i| ¢ Bulk Bags e Trade Shop 
——. Specialist Insulation = « Plenty of Parking 


| Stockists e Web Offers! 
~~ @ Indian Sandstone 





Call 0118 972 2028 / Sat Nav RG4 8XA “Terms and 


(@oyareliuteyass 


Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com apply 


Computer Problems? 


Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


or visit www.influentialcomputers.com 
Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits 


* 
Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing (s 
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking Ls 


Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted 


Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 


Plas 


*Cellings Walle-D 
“Pebble Dashing+ Patch Repair Work 


call Jamie on 01189 242861 


On Email jlcox plastering @inotmalice: uk 
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Comprehensive cve 
enon 


Full contnet lens service 


Free specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer frames 

Main agent for #ciss 
and Rodenstock lenses 


Free pourking 


www robinpes.co.uk 





MM Church St, Claversham, Bending fopposite W'imfrose) 


Wisepower 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LIMITED 


T. 07810 798798 / 0118 972 2767 
E. wisepower@btinternet.com 
W. wisepowerelectricalcontractors.co.uk 


4 Mullens Terrace, Chazey Heath, Reading, RG4 9ES 





BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (es3621) 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS« BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
ALLAREAS COVERED =f) CALL OUT SERVICE 


: } FULT. MM | 
Te 7 CE MNT ESO 
149] G0216 oF LOCKS MITT 





CRESTWELLHOUSE Sette 
Keech Lane, ROA OPA © Woodcote Wr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.J. BONNER 


e Local, Reliable, Honest, Experienced Contractor 

e Estd. over 30 years 

WAN m=\(sreqhacer=\MUte)a. come lale(=\ar-lc>i amare (6lellale pm ale\ iV 
build, extensions, re-wires. outside/garden works 

e Small or large works 

e Test and inspect 

e Fire alarms 


f=3485 ‘El 
| APPROVED DOMESTIC * 
CONTRACTOR INSTALLER |~ 


C U sto aa =f S d {| sta ct 0 n 0 U [ P r| 0 | ty Oxfordshire Schools and NHS Trust Approved Contractor. 









Tel; 0118 972 33 80 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co,uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 


Time 4. Pilates 





Iry Plates — controved, yet gent 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / 1uesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 In Pregnancy classes) 


Private sessions al50 available 





}/// curtains, \\\\} 
| /// BLINDS, PELMETS\\\ \ \} 
// TIEBACKSETC. \\\\\ 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 

PRICES 
CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 

OR 

Oo781 561 0007 
















ft hit hn ht ttt st ts ht htt ss 


2°! VILLAGE 


, 


my = 0118972 3930 
Bales «24 PEPPARD ROAD 
[ue = "SS ~~ SONNING COMMON 
WITH THIS VOUCHER 

, CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM 
i 








CUTS - £11.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £12.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
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This sum will be divided between local 
organisations, Lunch club, FISH, CluoSC, Village 
Gardeners, Rainbows, Skate Park and Sonning 
Common Magazine - our motto being the familiar 
“Every Little Helps!”. Presenations will be on 12 July. 


Nottakwire wishes to thank the local businesses 
who so generously provided prizes for the 

raffles: Carl Woods; Yeung’s Chinese Take-Away; 
Forresters; Serenity; Tandoori Conoisseur; Day 
Lewis; Fish Bor and The Butcher's Arms; Daisy's at 
the Hero Farm and Bay Trees. 


The beautiful flower arrangements were kindly 
provided by Sue Hedges and we had a 
wonderful team of helpers to wnom we are 
greatly indebted. 


We wish to thank and congratulate all our 
singers on their achievement. Also we thank our 
supporters for coming along on the day and 


being such responsive and generous audiences. 


Please look out for information about our 
Christmas activity and support us again!! 





Fourteen Year 9 students (age 13/14) from Chiltern Edge went 
to stay for 10 days with their exchange partners at their school 
(Gesamtschule Hollfeld) in Bavaria. 


The students learnt at first hand what it was like living in a 
German family and attending a German school. They enjoyed 
trios to Munchen, Bayreuth, Bamberg and Nurnberg, as well as 
into the beautiful countryside. The group was made extremely 
welcome by the host families and by the Mayor of Hollfeld. 


This is the 39th year of this fantastic link between the schools: 
over the years some strong friendships have been forged and 
many students have returned privately to visit their partners. 
The German students visited Sonning Common in July for the 
second leg of the exchange. 





Governors as A group are required to work with 
the Head teacher to 


Set stretching targets for pupil achievement 
Manage school finances 

Ensure the curriculum is broad and 
balanced 

Appoint staff 

Review staff performance and pay 


It is an active rather than passive role so 
contrioution from individual governors is 
welcome and valued. Ideally we would attract 
people from different backgrounds and skills. 


We currently have a need for people who 
are comfortable with and enjoy data and 
finances. No previous experience is required. 


The interior of the Village Hall was turned into 

a street party scene with the trestle tables out 

in full force with red, white and blue paper 
tablecloths adorned with party hats, sweets and 
sausage rolls to whet the appetite for food and 
fun. Members also made an effort to embellish 
their outfits with streamers, glitter hats, union 
flags and bunting. 


What was particularly interesting was the range 
of Coronation memorabilia brought in by W.I. 
members for others to look at. There were 
photographs of members, commemoration 
pamphlets and literature, soecial Coronation 





Ideally individuals interested could take some 
time to visit the school and get to know how 
it feels to be part of the Bishopswood school 
community. If would also be great if we 
could attract someone who works in a local 
education authority, which does not have to 
be Oxfordshire. We do not currently have an 
LEA governor. 


In terms of time commitment there are 

2 meetings to attend per term, 1 in the 
evening and the other by arrangement. These 
meetings are usually held at the Sonning 
Common primary school. 


souvenirs given to children of the time, a 
June 1953 issue of Vogue magazine and 
even an order of service from the Coronation 
ceremony itself. 


Overall the evening was very engaging and 
interesting. Stories were told, poetry read —————— 
aloud, songs sung; there was even a pass the m Sam Meicalfe selling biscuits in aid 
parcel! The meeting was a great success in of the Skate Park. He raised £16.91 
bringing first hand anecdotal evidence of what oo 
it had been like to soak up the excitement 

and glamour of such an occasion as the 
Coronation, in a time of austerity. It seems that 
it was just what the people needed; a social 
occasion to bring communities together and to 
give people an excuse for a good old party. 


Flower of the Month was jointly won by Ann 
Chivers and Angela Thorne with Christine 
Gilson in second place and Mairwen West 
in third. 
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T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 


Frien d / Y g Re li Idi bl e adaptations, power flush. 


Hot water cylinder replacement. 


Ta X / S er vi ce All plumbing work undertaken. 


" Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied. 
Based in Sonni ng Common ¢No call out charge »Free-estimates Fully insured 
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EB Z Perfection by Design 
Here’s a story from Rosie Fort, age 13, about losing her dog. : ‘iL A D , TV AE RI AL S E RVI C E S 
. © 
. Don’t worry, it’s just a story, she didn’t actually lose Meg (I hope). It Ea R 
would be very sad if she did! Please send in any other stories that [i (® Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
Vlei bade ala Boll ied il eee ahaha | Here’s a word ladder — it’s a little bit a (© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 
I Vi ge harder than the last one but you can (® Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
$ . . 5 | 
es) a e COQ * email me if you don’t know the answers. Pd (@ Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV Family run business that cares Fantastic range of samples 
yie)<-WU oMelay-MantovialiaremelaromelllaeM V(-veM)Velanmlal al- mere le(-WE Mele) <-vo ee Don’t worry - ifs not all alcoholic! 7 Allmade to your exact needs —- Free quotation & fitting 
everywhere for her but she was not to be found. | thought of her out | WINE Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 Why are we so different? Because we love what we do! 
ljal=)¢-me]| eo |(e)al-wmere)(o Fm (e)al~)\’Amelicol(om-iallY.-)( arom ame mianle||Mmoleli q@exe)ial-1f | = Aparof = ANPORDAEREALS Shiowrooms118 Henley Road Caversham, REZ 6p 
hungry all over. We tried everything we could. We put up posters . : 0118 950 9449 wuuemartelndoore 
folavomalelale(-omelU mi CME (-maceleons@ilseheCf (2 —————m~™” Fo ==—=======——EOoTOOOTOT_ Te @ 
WW {=Yo fo ]{=m fo) role (=\ ym Ua) ii Ae] aie)(e| anh 
nae laMiUliat-Xome) oMelmiat—Me (eYe)s eae ee Wee, oO ) 
ntcMaleleKelelrelelellmer-eloRelatch lnm | “é Aa Nee ee ee ae een . FE 1| H , d . 
wore old, dirty clothes. Just \( | awl Y aivavessi NG DK Builders . 
lia\=Jam al=m ele (=o melUjmxe)aar—viallare| 7” lad [; Bu a eS eos 
from undermeath his top. It was ya's " : © ( 
om allaliareMeIaINZsUilave MI i(=vo] a | WSs | cA sat eessns snes ta pectecas any age & any sty e 
embraced her, | was overjoyed. Fas Bs . 5 
| turned around fo say thank you ...--AnNd all in the comfort of your BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 
Com arswanlelaM inte eCammlalciccy , BEER : own home...... GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 
QI, eee Ring Maureen on OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


0118 972 1074 SEN eT OT Eeeae 
*. Mr FixiT 


Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 


All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING. HEATING. & GAS WORK 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. ewe iN Pw agence i, | | 
See Woodwork, Glazing. INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 
Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 
for older properties. CAVERSHAM BASED 
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 


Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, ipigivice peta cehis'k Voie Et Ib mibl loaves AREA 
y Hedge and Tree Cutting. | REA , 


Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 www.gunningplumbing.com 





If you feel like writing some stories over the summer holidays, here are some tips 
from Ed Wicke, who has written the Wicked Tales books. They are crazy stories for 
over 8s. You can find out more about him and his books at www.blacknbluepress.info 


)) gunningplumbing.com 


> plumbing + healing = ges 





How do | write? Well, the process starts with an idea. Usually it’s just something that pops into my 
head and I'll record if on my iPhone or on the computer in a Word file named “Ideainfo", 


Ideas lead to plot sequences. Usually, I'll have in mind the opening scene or the first few stages 
of action. | might also have a good idea of the ending. 


| like to mix things up. | might be planning a story about a king that wants a teddy bear he saw 
long ago as a child; then I'll start thinking about whether there could be a Bad Santa as well 
as a good one; and then I'll think: why not have them both in the same story? And if five Easter 
Bunnies can be included as well, that’s even better! This is how one of the stories in Wicked Tales Three 
actually happened. 





CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931 
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Wiiltetel= Gardenets need 
outdoor brooms 


olurieela and brush 
ola al= trowels/forks 
lightweight spades Of forks 


Sorry no more wheelbarrows! 


Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury 
0118 972 1058 


South Chiltern Choral Society 


Conductor Gwyn Are 


Come to the Opera 


20 famous avias 
» choir by Gey" Arch 
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Dan Westley 


MI stays ~ 
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013 at 7.30 pm 
University of Reading, 


eading RG1 5A0 


Sat 13th July 2 
The Great Hall, 
London Road, R 


Tickets £12 (U18s £6) 
from Nicola Woodman 
or via our website ~ 


0118 9891 606 
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CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 
AXo | al=X=) NAc WAC 100)0 1 am Da laatomelel e)e) (sve, 
Floor Levelling & Plastering 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003 


ROBINSO} N’S | 


Flooring & 





12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes 
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office) 


Telephone: 01491 572323 
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 


THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB 
Bird Wood Court 

Peppard Road 

Sonning Common 

(Registered Charity No. 1062939) 


# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment 
and dance studio 


A DIFFERENT WAY 
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By CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels 
@ General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities 
Pre-School programmes 
nce. | # Ballet Classes 
i! Many eee cas a : # Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.) 
£, | | aes | | # Gym Birthday Parties 
86% d Gust # Room for hire 


After some consultation, it was decided main central part herself, and then decided 
that it would have 12 square tiles (to where to locate each one dependant on 
represent each class) around a centralone —_ boldness and colour. The reception classes 
of the logo. The children’s designs would (Kites) heloed to mosaic a tile with the 

be decided by a competition. Most of the house symbols on it. This tile will be used as 
winners were from designs by groups of a cover for the soot where a time capsule 
children, but Arlo Carey (life cycle of a frog will be placed at the end of the year. 
representing the pond), Alice Hathaway 
(the tower on top of the library), and Josh 
Copping (French theme) did the whole 
design on their own. 
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For further information, please call in or telephone 
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401 
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GIRL POWER 


Female Electrician 


Local - Honest — Reliable 
Please call Jess 


Guilds 
NPTC 





Sonning Common Primary 
School has had many 
different activities to 
celebrate their centenary 
during the year so far. 
Everyone at the school 
dressed up as Edwardians, 
daffodils were planted mm the 
shape of 100, children were 
photographed making a 100 
shape on the field, 

a whole school photograph, a 
published book of the history, 
and now a wonderful mosaic 
display. 


0738/0 50/7749 


for all your 
electrical needs 





The project was started in September 2012 
and the final mounting was held back by 
the weather as grouting must be done 
when the temperature is at least 12°c — 
which was difficult given the winter and 
spring that we experienced! 





SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
«Decorating - inside and out 
«Paper Hanging 
¢Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

Hedge Cutting & Planting 





The winning designs were transferred onto 
squared paper and then canvas, before 
being tiled. Sue regularly visits France and 
found tiles there that were thin enough to 
be cut easily and shaped for the mosaic. 
“| brought back over 4000 tiles through 
Customs, who did question me about what 
| was doing!" 


sue mentioned that thanks were owed to 
many people associated with the school, 
or friends of people at school, who helped 
with the project including Caroline Conway 
sue Tyldesley, an ex teacher from SCPS who and the PTA, and of course the children. 
lives in the village, has a keen interest in art, 
and was approached by the school with 
an idea to create a mosaic from tiles of the © Each class had 2 or 3 children working for a 
school logo. couple of hours with Sue to tile. She did the 


The mosaic was unveiled in June just in 
time for the reunion evening events. 


Perfect timing! 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 13 





In focus 





By CHRISTINE ATKINSON 
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As it is the centenary year at SCPS a 
committee of mums (Sarah Sayer, Hema 
Williams, Caroline Gudge, Jess Sarson, 
and myself) from school decided to 
take on organising a whole weekend of 
celebration in the summer. 





The team started working on it after Easter 
and really wanted to make it a very special 
weekend for the school and village, with 
events on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 


We had a very long list of tasks to do and 
enlisted the help of the PTA, and one of 
the dad's (Paul Gudge) to help us with a 
musical extravaganza. 


We had booked an enormous marquee 

for the whole weekend, and Jess had the 
fantastic idea of getting the school children 
involved providing the decorations to liven 
up such a big space. 


Each child had a paper triangle of bunting 
(all hand cut from wallpaper lining!), and a 


cardboard cut out bird to decorate (very 
kindly printed by Blue Print and Design). 


As June approached we watched the 
weather forecast each week hoping for the 
British summer to appear! The team from the 
marquee company arrived on Wednesday 
morning and very quickly got the tent up 
and ready for us to transform. The bunting 
and birds were just brilliant and the colour 
transformed the marquee as we strung them 
up all around and from hoops in the roof. 
Prizes were awarded for the best birds in 
each year group. 


Almost the whole school attended the disco 
on Friday evening with the girls all dressed up 


in the finest party dresses and a lot of 
hair gel for the boys! A lot of fun was had 
by all... 


Then Saturday morning arrived with 

a forecast of short, sharo showers. 
Candelabras lent to us by the lovely Erica 
from Brambles florists in the village, and 
some other table decorations borrowed 
from Event Theming in Mapledurham 
heloed to make the marquee begin to 
feel like a real party venue. Some glorious 
real greenery and floribunda was donated 
from various gardens and used to add to 
the Summer Dance theme. Two pigs were 
roasting at the side of the tent and all was 
looking good — then — the rain came! More 
like a tropical monsoon than short, sharp 
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showers! We had a waterfall in one corner 
of the marquee and a few other pots and 
pans to catch leaks. Luckily the clouds 
cleared for the evening, and once our two 
bands got going and the wine and food 
was served, the party was a great evening of 
dancing and fun. A huge thank you to local 
bands “Within the Blood’ (with our very own 
teacher Mr Rupert Loader on saxophone) 
and ‘The Stoves’ (with Olly Rees, a school 
dad, on the sound desk) for making it a 
great night. 


Sunday was Father’ s Day and a huge 
turnout for the Picnic in the Paddock music 
event. Luckily we had a huge tent to eat 
the picnic in, as the great British summer 
rain continued. Paul Gudge had a great 


line-up of musicians and entertainment 
which included the local Ukulele club, 
mums and dads and lots of the children 
from school, some of whom sang with their 
dads on Father's Day! At 4om exactly, Nick 
Stacey finished his performance and asked 
everyone to help clear up. This was done 

in record time and meant that we could all 
get home and put our feet up with a Cup 
of tea! 


The whole weekend was a roaring success, 
and the committee hope that everyone 
enjoyed it as much as we did... we 

would like to thank EVERYONE who helped, 
contributed, washed up, stacked chairs, 
decorated a bird and came along to make 
it happen! 


-EE-COT SEATING 


U pholstery, Loose Covers, 
Replacement Cushions, Chair 
Caning, French Polishing 
& Furniture Repairs 


LIZANNE SMITH 
TEL: 0118 972 4560 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean 
homme AN te > q1 ii [eq = 





Set in an idyllic village location, our 
small, friendly pre-school creates a 
wm AG very special environment for children 
guided by a team of highly qualified, 
| |s) caring staff. Please contact us for details. 
Te a * “> re gistrar® keps.co.uk 
- = = 
With excellent links to 
Kidmore End Primary School | 
and only 5 minutes from = | 
Caversham, Sonning Common, Peas 
Peppard and Emmer Green. | 
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Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 


Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 
01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 











wood lane dentistry 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 

e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 





Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ 
WAVATAN Coxote|t-Tal-Xe(-Jald(-1ia' accom 0) Qi =1(-0) (0) a> OM Ro MECN #44 oY-46) 


Stafford & Son 
Loca! Garden & Building 
Maintenance Services 
Cttcrung services inal aspects of garden and 
grounds munterince, beat large or srl, in~ 
cluding hedge and tere work. 


Fencing, landscaping, pressure washing and Andie Statiord 


gcreral ground works. 
Phone 1491 642 191 


Interior and extenor Pudi maintenance, | | 
Mob 07899 930 137 


mncluding guiter repairs / cleanng and handy 





man services 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 





PICTURE FRAMING 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP 
‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 
Mounts cut for existing frames 
Old photographs restored 
Local collection/ delivery 
Contact Colin Ward 01189722075 3 


Cllr. Barrie Greenwood has stood down as Chairman of the Planning Committee, after many years of service in that capacity, in order to 
concentrate further upon the Neighbourhood Development Plan, which he leads as Chairman of the Working Party. His planning workload 
has been very heavy and we are all grateful to him for his commitment, drive and expertise. We welcome Cllr. Gail Noble as the new 
Chair of Planning, with Cllr Leigh Rawlins as Vice-Chair. 








CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
For all matters please contact Philip Collings, Parish Clerk on 0118 972 3616 or email clerkK@sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk 
This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition. 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH... 








In April the Government 
mtroduced health service 
reforms, described by some 
commentators as the most 
far-reaching changes to the 
NHS since tts foundation 

m 1948. Now that the new 
system has had a chance to 
bed down, Ros Varnes asks 
Dr Andrew Burnett, senior 


partner at Sonning Common 


Health Centre, how the 


reforms are affecting patient 


care locally. 
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“Mereally great thing about beang a 


onmsmthatpatients | 


SOIsupportive of the practice.” 


Scottisn-born Dr Andrew Burnett sees the 
NHS as continually evolving, with significant 
changes being introduced every few years 
by successive health ministers. 


Although the extent of the latest NHS 

reforms may be exaggerated, he feels, they 
nonetheless provide GPs and patients with 
an exciting opportunity to have a say in how 
the health service runs. 


Perhaps the biggest reform affecting 
general medical practice is the introduction 
of Clinical Commissioning Groups 

(CCGs), which are made up largely of GP 
representatives. 


CCGs are undoubtedly powerful bodies, 
being responsible for 60 per cent of the 
NHS’ annual budget. 





Oxfordshire CCG has six localities which 
oversee health care provision for 650,000 
residents. Together they control an annual 
budget of £650 million. 


Dr Burnett is keen to point out that while GPs 
direct how the CCG‘s multi-million pound 
budget is spent, financial professionals deal 
with its management. 


GP representatives work through CCGs, 
commissioning much of local health care. 
They commission all emergency care, 
elective hospital care, maternity services 
and community mental health services. 


This ability to ‘shop around’ for health 
services has introduced a new level of 
competition into the market, which has 
received a mixed reaction from the 


medical profession and general public alike. 


Dr Burnett sees pros and cons with the 
opening of the health market to increased 
competition. He says: “The tendering process 
has dramatically shaken up hospital services. 


“The advantage is that people can often 
be seen more quickly and efficiently at a 
different hospital. The problem is that it has 
also fragmented the health service with one 
part of the system not always knowing what 
the other part is doing. 


“Private health care providers can sometimes 
cherry-pick services which are cheap 

and easy to provide while leaving the 

more difficull and expensive services for 
conventional hospitals to deliver, which is 
unfair. But broadly | approve of patients 
having more choice.” 


The new reforms work on the principle that 
greater choice should be provided for 
patients in the best possible locations for 
them. This usually means closest to patients’ 
homes. And CCGs have been tasked by the 
Government with delivering on this principle. 


One improvement to local health care 
provision has been the introduction of 
ultrasound facilities at Townlands Hospital in 
Henley. 


As director of the south-east locality within 
Oxfordshire’s CCG, Dr Burnett is central to 
decision-making on local health care. The 
south-east locality stretches from Thame to 
sonning Common, Wallingford to Henley and 
oversees health care for 90,000 residents. 


since Oxfordshire is perceived by the 
Government as being a healthy and affluent 
area, our CCG is in the bottom 10 per cent 
of funding per head of population. This 
places a particular strain on the budget, as 
Dr Burnett explains. 


“The health service has contributed to people 
living longer. In Oxfordshire the number of 
people over 85 is growing by more than five 
per cent a year. This places a huge burden 
on health and social care budgets, which 
has to be addressed, otherwise the health 
service could do nothing else but look after 
the frail and elderly. We need to make 

sure that older people remain healthy and 
independent. 


“Demand for health care will exceed the 
supply, as people live longer. In a culture 
where people demand health care 24 hours 
a day, it can be difficult to provide all the 
services they expect, particularly in a rural 
area. 


“To try to meet this demand we must make 
sure that care is provided more efficiently. 
There is a lot of wastage in the system. For 
example, sometimes people go to Accident 
and Emergency at hospital when their 
ailment could be dealt with at a local GPs’ 
surgery or by a pharmacy. 


“In non-emergency cases people should 
seek advice from the NHS on telephone 
number 111 or their GP or pharmacist. 


“Every time a person is admitted to hospital 
as an emergency case it costs £2,500. An 
emergency ambulance costs £300 and an 
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outpatient’s appointment £100. We need to 
work with people to ensure they use health 
care appropriately.” 


According to Dr Burnett, one exciting aspect 
of the reforms is that GPs’ practices and local 
authorities are now working more closely 
together to improve public health and well- 
being. 


“Over the last 20 years social care, provided 
by local authorities, and the health service 
had driffed apart,” he says. “In the south-east 
locality we are working very hard to ensure 
that social workers are integrated more into 
GPs’ practices because this makes a real 
difference to people. 


“Social workers drop into our practice on a 
regular, informal basis to share information on 
mutual clients. We are able to work together 
to support elderly clients so that they can live 
in their own homes for longer and maintain 
their independence.” 


Dr Burnett has been based at Sonning 
Common Health Centre, which looks after 
8,400 patients, for 28 years. With his new 
responsibilities he now works at the health 
centre for 3.5 days a week and is with the 
Oxfordshire CCG for 1.5 days a week. 


He says: “The really great thing about being 
a GP in Sonning Common is that patients are 
sO supportive of the practice.” 
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DOG olUFF 


Meg had her first birthday last 
week (for those of you who have 
not been paying attention, Meg is 
the small dog acquired last year 
with the aim of enlivening Fort 
family life). We gave her a meaty 
bone, which she spent some time 
getting intimate with on the lawn 
before burying somewhere. 


This burying of bones is one of several 
annoying habits she has developed. A 
favourite hiding place is in one or other of 

my raised beds, which results in my seedling 
beetroot and turnips being scattered hither 
and thither. Since Meg - like all animals — is of 


low intelligence, she usually forgets where she 
has left it. Exnuming old beef bones when 
you are weeding is not pleasant. 


lam also irritated by her evident affection 
forme. My returning after an absence of no 
more than a few hours is enough to send her 
into frenzies of adoration. She squeaks with 
excitement, leaps repeatedly against me 
legs, and if | dare to sit down she jumps on 
my head and tries to lick my ears. All most 
provoking. 


On the other hand she is pretty well-behaved 
on walks, leaving me to free to ponder 
deeply such matters as what to have for 
dinner, the general futility of existence, and 
the deplorable behaviour of some other 


sonning Common Village Quiz 


2018 result 


by Fred Curzon 


The Twentieth Annual Village Quiz was 
held at Sonning Common Primary School 
on Friday 22 March. Twenty teams took 
part and at the half-way stage previous 
winners, Comets, were two points ahead 
of The Teechers with Dead Rats Society, 
lked House Drive and Scatterbrains 

a further point away in third place. It 
remained very close and as we entered 
the last round Comets led The Teechers by 
one point with Red House Drive a further 
three points adrift. With a full house in the 
last round Comets held on to win beating 


The leechers by three points in a very 
exciting contest. This was a second victory 
for Comets whose team was made up 

of Joan Lamprell, Chris Bickerton, Pete 
and Collete Bailey and Steve and Trish 
Rockell. | had decided that this would 

be my last Village Quiz. It was a most 
enjoyable evening and a lot of fun. | 

was overwhelmed by the messages of 
goodwill, gifts and cards and an extremely 
generous collection. Now | have to 
choose a suitable memento of so many 
enjoyable evenings. 


dog owners — which brings me to the subject 
of (dare | say it in the Sonning Common 
magazine?) dog poo. 


lam very meticulous about picking up Meg's 
modest deposits. Others are not and | hate 
them. | often fantasise about confronting 
them and reducing them to tears with a 
withering onslaught of sarcasm and eloquent 
abuse. But | never see them — because, | am 
sure, they and their beasts perpetrate their 
horriole crimes under cover of darkness. 


For the record, it is my view that anyone who 
allows their dog to foul the footways is no 
better than the vandal who sprays graffiti on 
the health centre wall or smashes the glass in 
the bus shelter. 


\ 


lam grateful to all those who have 
supported the quiz since its inauguration 

in April 1994 and my special thanks go to 
members of the Sonning Common Primary 
school PIA committee for all their help. They 
provided a bar, held a most successful 
raffle and with the surplus from the quiz | 
understand raised a healthy sum of £590 
which can only be good for the pupils at 
the school. | also acknowledge Pat Butler’ s 
helo over many years. The Village Quiz 

will continue and my successor(s) will be 
announced in due course. Hf 


(Our apologies to Fred these results should have appeared in the last issue of the magazine) 





















= JJC Electrical Services Limited 
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Sonning Common Electrician 


Jerry Cole 


Telephone: 07834 346 487 
itiscali.co.uk 
Website; www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk 


E-mail: jicelecservitd 





« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires 
* New Installation work 

* Fuse board changes 

* Lighting advice and installation 


Animal Feed 
Frozen M eat 
Farm Feeds 


Animal Well Being 
Wild Birds 

Ponds 

Farm Animals 
Domestic Animals 
Wild life 

Toys and Beds 


TOMALIN & SON 
Funeral Directors 


A Family Owned Funeral Service 


T el:(01491) 573370 


ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD 
HENLEY-ON-THAMES 
RG91AG 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plans ce 





a Computer repairs 
. 





Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 


Over 10 years experience 


0 0759 898 3292 [SX] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


TOMALIN & SON 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans | ow, 


For more information, contact 


T el: (01491) 573370 


£40 John Lewis Voucher 
or 
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care 
with each plan taken out on production of this advert 


Golden Charter 


Funeral Plars ce 
















Tai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall, 
Reades Lane, Sonning Common 


Tuesdays (Term time) 


9.30-10.30 - Improvers 
10.45-11.45 - Beginners 


Chen style Tai chi 
Improve your stamina, balance, strength 
& Co-ordination 


ELECSA 


please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
www.debbiepage.org 





ww ER Gin 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! 


You may be surprised 
we now stock 


{ OTSWOLD BAIT 
CREATIONS 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 


Tol alaliate mOxe)anlaaleyaM c= 1e).are 1h! 
with local, helpfull service since 1960 


\ WINNER OF THE 
VAUXHALL CUSTOMER 
| EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012 

















MasterFit Servicing 
froma dealer established for over 50 years! 


www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


0118 972 2021 


eazy) 0f=]a0 Mm acor-lo pmere)alaliave mOxe)nalaale)ammacy-lel[ale 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 


your next on production of this voucher 
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Gareth France — Mobile Personal Trainer 


classes in Sonning Common every Thursday (10am) 


classes in Sonning Common every Thursday (11am) 


Classes in Caversham Park Village every Tuesday (7.30pm) 


& Thursday (8pm) 


Contact me for further details:- 
Tel: 07853 381449 or email: gareth.france@sky.com 


‘ [Hi Foster interiors 


-U RTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 


Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


Telephone: 01491 680291 


for reliable and personal service 





NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TO BIG 
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Call Daniel: 07500709716 Email: dkcarpets@ hotmail.co.uk 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 7 > 
ay 7 


Daily visits to clean, feed and pamper 


omall Pets 


Home vials to care for your Rabbits 

Suines Pigs, HAMPSians ale 

Dog Walking 

hKoqgular of occasional walks 

Puppy Visits : 
To feed, olay. tollel break and clean up afl 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 


Beville 


Residential & Probate Valuations 
Development & Planning Advice 
New Homes Financial Advice 





Contact us for a free valuation 


0118 924 25 26 


Email: info@beville.co.uk 


28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, 
South Oxfordshire RG4 9SU 


www.beville.co.uk 


Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring 


CRICKET 


On a beautiful Sunday afternoon two teams of 


dads, whose kids play for the Rotherfield Ashes, 


competed at cricket! The game started with 
the U7 team batting first and scoring a very 
impressive 125 in their innings. After a break 
to enjoy a picnic with their watching families, 
the U12 team went in to bat. As the sun beat 





ee 






children played their own games around the 
clubhouse, the score climbed. With two overs 
left the U12 team kept the runs going and 
passed the target with a score of 126. 


It was a lovely family afternoon and many 
thanks to Rob McDonnell and Simon Atkinson 
for arranging it - and managing to persuade 
22 dads to take part! 


PRESENTATION DAY AND ROTHERFEST 


The summer certainly arrived with a bang 

as the sun beat down on Bishopswood on 
saturday 6 July. The annual presentation day 
was already special as it is the club's 40th 
anniversary year. The day was extended into 
the evening for a festival atmosphere with 
some families camping overnight too. One of 
the original team who set up RUFC, and now 
a trustee of the club, Jonn Lambourne took 
to the stage to give out some of the awards 
to the boys and girls. Following the ceremony 
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Rotherfield United 





the music began with a cover band and was 
followed by some of our very own fantastic, 
talented local musicians. The evening was 
rounded off with a DJ session for those with 
eneroy left! 


Another fantastic RUFC presentation day — 
Many thanks to all involved — and especially to 
our chair, Andy Davies. 
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Freda Musgyrov 


sadly, she and Steve became more 
frail as the years passed and after falls 


at home moved to The Close care 
elegantly dressed, at the home at Burcot near Abingdon. They 


If you recollect seeing a 
tall slender lady, very 


village shops or in her 
garden mm Woodlands 
Road, you are probably 
remembering Freda 
Musgrove. 


As a keen member of the Horticultural 
society, Freda was known for her 
colourful and immaculate garden in 
which, of course, her husband Steve 
did most of the soadework. They won 
the spring front garden prize on two 
occasions. As a member of the W.I. 
(Kidmore End and subsequently Greys), 
Freda won prizes for jam and cakes. 


settled comfortably in very pleasant 
surroundings, but despite excellent 
care, Steve died in June 2011. Freda 
made friends despite her increasing 
deafness and was quite content in her 
new “home”. From May of this year she 
began to fade gradually, and with no 
pain or distress died peacefully in her 
sleep on Saturday 22 June — the day 
before her 91st birthday. 


she will be remembered for her 
elegance, her gentle ways and 
cheerful disposition even more than for 
her skills in the garden and kitchen. 


JILL VALLIS 





Church news 


A big thank you for your generous 
contributions to Christian Aid this year. 


£1350 was collected around the villages 

for the needy in developing countries. Also 
thanks to Eileen Pearson who, as ever, was at 
the forefront, organising and toitting up. 


Gift Day took the form of a wonderful concert 
at St John’s in June and we thank all of you 
who attended, performed and made a 
donation in support of our churches. 


Whilst on the subject of music: Are you 
male? Do you love singing? We need your 
voices for St John’s choir. Choir practice 
takes place every Friday from 7.30 to 8.30. 
Please contact Frances Brewiti-Taylor on 0118 
948 2743 and get involved or email her on 
francesbt@googlemail.com 


COMING SOON: 

Saturday 14 September 

Get on your bike (to borrow a popular local 
phrase) for the Ride/Stride event in support 
of Historical Churches in Oxfordshire. Stride? 
You can walk it if you wish. The idea is to visit 


as many churches as possible in a morning/ 
afternoon/day and collect some sponsorship 
towards the upkeep of our churches. Come 
along to one of the churches from 9.00 on 
that day — preferably with your bike. 


Sunday 6 October 


Harvest Thanksgiving at Christ the King at 9.30 
and St John’s at 11.00 followed by a delicious 
lunch at Kidmore End School at 12 ish. Further 
details later. 


DON’T FORGET: 

A chance to have a chat, cuppa and cake 
at the 3rd Thursday Drop-in from 2.30 to 4.00 
at Christ the King Church, Sedgewell Road. 
Need a liff? Jenny McGregor will be only too 
pleased to help you if you phone: 0118 947 
2855. 


Discussion Group starts in September the 
first Wednesday of each month at Christ the 
King at 7.30. Contact Neil Scott for details at 
neilscott92@sky.com 


The Little Lambs church group for under-fives 
meets on the last Wednesday of the month in 


term-time between 9.30 and 10.30 for a short 
service, messy activities and refreshments at 
St John’s. Contact Felicity Cooper on 0118 
947 2855 for further details. 


SERVICES: 

August 

4th August: Christ the King - 9.30, 

St John’s - 11.00 (usual times) 

11th August: St John’s - 11.00 

18th August: Christ the King - 9.30 
25th August: All Saints Peppard - 10.30 


September 

Usual times except: 

29 September: All Saints - 10.30 
Combined congregation Benefice service 
includes a Confirmation 


Refreshments afterwards at all churches. 


ROSEMARY HOUSE 
(please send me news) 
acrs@housegrove.plus.com 


People become absorbed by the village 
and the village absorbs them. So says 
Ronald Bunnett and perhaps this is why he 
enjoys living in the village. 


He is one of Sonning Common’s older residents, 
Ron is fast approaching his 9Oth birthday, having 
moved here in 2006 from Gallowstree Common. 
But his links with the village go back further. He was 
Bank Manager here for 11 years before he retired in 
1983 and before that he remembers coming out 
from Reading on the bus with 2 colleagues to man 
the branch between 10.00 and 12.300mM before 
catching the 12.300mM bus back to town with the 
morning's takings in a leather bag! 


Ron was born in Bury St Edmunds and moved to 
Taunton when he was about 10. He joined the 
National Provincial Bank there when he left school in 
1940. He was 15 years old and, as a clerk, earned 
the princely sum of £1 per week before deductions. 


But, no sooner had his banking career begun than 
the war started in earnest. Ron joined the Local 
Defence Volunteer having lied about his age (he 
was 16 and not 17) and for 2' years patrolled the 
river and guarded the gas works and the railway 
sidings and took part in “futile schemes” or training 
exercises as they were known by the officers. 


e Ronald Bumnnett 


April 1943 brought his call up papers and basic 
training in Bradford where the infaniry training and 
signalling experience he had gained in the LDV 
proved useful. Posted to a signal training regiment, 
Ron saw active service as a gunner and signaller in 
India and Burma before being repatriated in 1947; 
returning to one of the coldest British winters on 
record. During his service Ron kept a diary (strictly 
against regulations) which he used as an aide 
memoir after the wat. 


Now Ron spends time reminiscing and has many 
tales of his wartime exploits to tell — like finding a 
Burmese python some 4 feet long and as thick as a 
man’s arm coiled on the bank of a river they were 
about to cross and one of his colleagues picking it 
up by the tail and flinging it across the river. There 
were children in a jungle village playing a hopping 
game on squares drawn in the dust. When asked, 
the children said they were playing “hopscotch”, 
There is also the tale of Ron bumping in to a 
Taunton bank colleague when in Calcutta. 


Ron says about the village that it has an “indefinable 
quality”. “People become absorbed by the village 
and the village absorbs them” and that, in all his 
time living and working in Sonning Common he had 
met very few people whom he didn't find honest, 


open and friendly. 
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1TOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SONNING COMMON CHARITY SHOP 


Who we are and what we do? 


Christian Community Action is a charity 
committed to helping local people who are 

in need by demonstrating God's love through 
meeting people’s practical needs. CCA 
distriobutes furniture to people on limited means 
through our support centres and provides a 
listening ear and a friendly face to people in 
difficult circumstances. We also offer supported 
volunteer placements, including formal training, 
through our charity shops. 


Nick Crowder, a man with a vision, in 1992 
started to collect unused furniture and pass it 
on to those in need. 21 years later we have five 


a chat and be listened to. In 2011 it was 2,824 
people. There is evidence that hardship will rise 
again significantly, as from April this year, Crisis 

Loans and Emergency Support Grants currently 


administered by Job Centre Plus will cease and a 


cap on Housing Benefit comes into force. This will 
result in more people needing help. 


How can you support us? 


FURNITURE DONATIONS 

Donate your unwanted furniture — phone 0118 
951 2338 or visit htto:/Awww.ccam.org.uk/nome/ 
furniture-donations 


SUPPORT US FINANCIALLY 

CCA needs the support of monthly standing 
orders to meet our ever rising running costs as 
we expand. If you are able to support us with 

a monthly donation please contact Mireille 
Haviland on 0118 951 2336 or visit http://www. 
ccam.org.uk/nome/support-us by downloading 
a standing order and Gift Aid Form. 


CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP 

Do you work for ad company that would consider 
sponsoring us to help us with our core running 
costs. If so, please contact Mireille Haviland on 
O16 Yo! 2336, 


charity shops in the following areas: Oxford Road, 
southcote, Whitley and Sonning Common and a 
new one just about to open on the Wokingham 
Road. Each shop has a support centre and there 
is a weekly drop in centre at Caversham Baptist 
Church, where clients are given a meal. 


- in need of furniture, bedding, cooking utensils, 
crockery, baby items and food as well as a rest, 


CHARITY SHOP DONATIONS 

Take your unwanted clothes, household items and 
bric a brac to your local CCA Shop: 62 Wood 
Lane, Sonning Common, RG4 9SL. 0118 924 2851 


VOLUNTEER WITH US 


In 2012, 3,220 people visited our support centres VOlunteer at your local CCA shop - please 
contact the Manager Sheila Stevens for an 


application form. 
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Ce turn feel Mm gs into flowers 


Fed up with limescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


TEXTUREPLUS 


& 


0118 972 4376 


_ WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES | 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


WINDOW REPAIRS - MISTY GLASS 


Use your Local Installer with 30 


years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 


All window, door & conservatory 


installations carry a 10 year guarantee 


and the finished product is 


HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES 


Landscaping Design, Constr ten, Garden mike oer, 
Groundwore 

Timoer WOOF = Gateways, Decking, Arches. Pergola, Gasuoo 
Fencing = Pans, Cos Boart, Wire nicsh, Steck fence 
Gardening - 
Tree work - © Felling, Lopping, Paining, Clearance 
Driveways, -  GrvepPaved Grek, Contre 
Ponds - Water features, Ponds, fills 


Cloarah ce, Footings, Cranage, Grading: 


Moving, Vrecting; Pring: Citararce 


Patios - Sia Sloné,Pavers, Etch. 
Log’s for-sala - . Ciftand sphtosue 


Baced in Sonrpng Common 
Tel! Fax: 0118 9721342 


Email: chriscolbeckippntinternat.coim 





MEB’S Decorplus 


Mr (Husband & Wife Team) Mrs 


eInterior and Exterior Decorating ePlastering 

¢Floor and Wall Tiling eArtexing 

eWallpaper Hanging eCarpentry- Architraves + Doors + Skirting eCoving 
Complete Home Improvements 

eNHBC Awarded ePPL Insured 


eInsurance Work Undertaken 


(Quality Comes As Standard) 


¢30+ Year in Business 


Sonning Commom 


(1T)07880 542363 


Tel: 0118 9721442 


(M)07920 092875 


or 07785928190 





An often repeated mantra 

of crime reduction ts the 
precaution of ‘marking’ 
property, particular 
valuable items. Fairly cheap 
marker pens are available 
which allow you to invisibly’ 
mark electrical items with 
postcode and house number, 
the ink only becoming visible 
under ultra violet light. 


A more advanced addition to this forensic 
marking range is the ‘SmartWater * brand. 
This clear and harmless liquid is made 

up of varying combinations of a number 

of chemicals which provide a unique 
identification code in each batch. The 
liquid is invisible to the naked eye, but glows 
green under UV light. Each pack is different 
and absolutely unique — there are billions of 
potential combinations (much like human 
DNA). Once boughi, the individual formula 
can be registered back to the buyer — and 
traceable to a single address! 


It can be painted onto valuable items (e.g. 
laptops, MP3 players, televisions, antiques) so 
that if the items are stolen and later seized 
by the police, the markings can be checked 


SmartWater ... 


and items linked with their owners. A person 
who has been arrested for any offence and 
brought to a custody suite equipped with 


SmarWater detection facilities will be screened 


to see whether they may have been stained 
by SmartWater or any other ultra violet tagging 
agent. 


The South Oxfordshire and Vale Community 
safety Partnership has recently provided 
funding for the provision of large Ultra violet 
lanterns to detect items that have been 
marked with SmartWater, ultra violet pens 

or other forensic marking products. These 
lanterns are being used across the area by 
neighbourhood policing teams and priority 
crime teams not only on stop checks but also 
when carrying out warrants and also on our 





regular checks on local scrap yards. Full tins 
are expensive at £500 a time, but the police 
have come to an agreement with the supplier 
for small tubes to be made available through 
the police for a one-off price of £15. These 
tubes are good for dabbing up to 50 items. 
(On the web, they cost £60 each, plus £60 a 
year for a licence, so this is good value). 


The Sonning Common Police Office in Lea 
Road has a limited number of SmartWater 
marking kits suitable for homes which will mark 
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up to 50 items at a heavily discounted rate 

of £15 per kit which is a one off cost with no 
annual fee. The Police Office is open from 
10.00 a.m. fo 5.00 p.m. Monday to Friday — 

so call in and purchase your own individually 
coded kit. If you would like to find out more 
about SmartWater then visit www.smartwater. 
com where you will see that the home marking 
kits normally retail at £60 plus an annual fee 

of £60. 


smart Water is sun and bleach resistant. The 
Compound can be used in different ways. 
some business premises are using it as an 
invisible spray that goes off after break-ins, 
covering offenders. It won't wash off, even with 
scrubbing. It probably takes 3-4 weeks to wear 
off skin, and is unlikely fo come off clothes. 
Viewable under ultra violet light, and with the 
individual make-up able to be detected, 

it’s GQ very good means of securing property. 
Alternatively, it’s possible to dab just a small 


amount of Smart Water on THAMES VALLEY 


property, including jewelery POLICE 


and valuables. 


One rather novel idea for 
crime prevention was the 
spraying of a church lead 
roof with Smart Water using 
water pistols! 





at 





ls ial FOR BEAUTIFUL GARDENS 


Choose from our wide range of quality garden 
services: design and construction, plants and 
maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you. 
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate 






from RHS qualified staff, call 01844 279430 Over 200 happy customers in 
or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk sonning Common. 


Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk 
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(BRANNFORDS) Milo Technical Support 


August 2013 ee 


Milo and Michael Harper 
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FRIDAY 2 Chiltern Players at Reformation pub - Playgoers production 8pm 


THURSDAY 15 





WEDNESDAY 28 Chiltern Players at Reformation pub - Play readings 8pm 





~ Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society Autumn Show - Chiltern Edge School 
: g y C sa 
_— fe = 


D1I1B 8419270 
ee me citer! free fent ivi ool 
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] i ry EE = Doors and (one erwsitoria: w 
ail PS eg a a) ey kik ran cine. Soahthit= mane Caaittaeria i 
! orkehop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Peppard C 

! | Fax: 01491 629904 Email: henley: 


WEDNESDAY 4 





Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women's Institute - Village Hall 10.30am - 12noon 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


THURSDAY 19 Sonning Common Women’s Institute - Seated Exercises led by Jeanette Hughes. 7.300m ! x F ully Air-Conditioned 


Visitors welcome - Village Hall * Large Groups Catered For 
* Open 7 Days a Week 








MONDAY 9 sonning Common Village Hall AGM. Guest speaker followed by a light lunch 12.30o6m 
- Village Hall 





MONDAY 16 sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall 8pm 














WEDNESDAY 25 _ Chiltern Players at Reformation pub - Play reading 8pm 2 21 Wood Lane 
NEDNESDAY 25 _—_ Chiltern Edge school Open eveninc 5 Yor : Sonning Common TAKE-AWAY MENU 
FRIDAY 27 Village Quiz - Village Halll 7.30pm : 0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 





SATURDAY 28 Woodlands House Open Garden - in aid of Bishopswood school 10am - 46m 








Carpenter & Joiner 12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
; AWA AXelalaliay-xexe)anlaare)al f=r- lela Ace nbl 4 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
| services delivered by skilled craftsman UMANIGUREMMPEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
FISH runs regular shopping trios to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley. Also monthly Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelvin * MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
trios to a Garden Centre, a National Trust Property, a Pulb lunch outing and a Mystery Tea Tour. at ; on B- “WAXING *LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS 
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. ! Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, “SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP + MASSAGE 


Stairs, Roof Construction. * BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 Gift Vouchers Available 


Some reduced price treatments available each 


28 . or 07887 653866 week please ring to check availablity 








High quality education and child care under the 
Farly years foundation stage (EVES) for children 
4 months io 5 years 


® Geod OFSTED report 
®* Pre-school sessions available 

® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am to 7pm 
nobleintentions eames 
at % | * Ae ® Forly years education grants available 
landscape garden design — : 
® Curriculum includes French, Maste & Movement 
; and Thames Valley Gym 
| Professional — ) <3" ) | 

advice design & | : ® Small friendly and personal care in 

hee. | Sonnind C | 
planting for your | Yr onmnng Conmon 





for further information, please ask for the manager 


Call Gail Noble . ms 7s onGi7s 972 4783, or visit our website, 
on 011 8 972 321 4 ly , ; i i eyes, CO 
www.noble-intentions.com < : 


vnails: info olphabedaynirseries.com 





(ShoeHay Fees 


Secret vintage style rooms, elegantly decorated 
in the heart of the village. Available for 


Beautiful Vintage Afternoon Tea 
Private Hire for Special Occasions and M eetings 
Traditional Afternoon Tea Hampers Delivered 
Coffee M ornings 


25 Wood Lane = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9S 
thebaytrees.co.uk 





0118 327 1128 


Fed Up With Call Centres Sire (ell olUs Na Sitar VecerolUlnitiale MCLUT-leclaliet-vel 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Grokers 


Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we 
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email 
a : and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want 
L For The Unusual & The Usual to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make 
ae es Lane hale iaue sella your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring 
‘House & Contents » Business - Liabilities excellent service or your money back. 
«Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity 


*Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome | 
0118 924 2603 a 
mail: info@ barrs-insurances.co.uk @) BlueRe 


m(=\@[U(=1s)mr- i g>\>e[0(0)K-Me)aliiat-mare\ivarelt 


!ataint s 


www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 3JT 





